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Planning, Economic and Rural Development

Wicklow Rovers AFC
Whitegates
Wicklow Town

a\/\/Of May 2026

RE:  Declaration in accordance with Section 5 of the Planning & Development Acts
2000 (As Amended) -EX50/2026

A Chara,

| enclose herewith Declaration in accordance with Article 5 (2) (A) of the Planning &
Development Act 2000.

Where a Declaration is used under this Section any person issued with a Declaration under
subsection (2) (@) may, on payment to An Coimisiiin Pleanala of such fee as may be
prescribed, refer a declaration for review by the Coimisitin within four weeks of the date of
the issuing of the declaration by the Local Authority.

Is mise, le meas,

Dud

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
PLANNING DEVELOPME

& ENVIRONMENT.

N, , B R I IO , W 1lcCKLlLO W
Ba chéir gach comhfhreagras a sheoladh chuig an StiGrthéir Seirbhisi, Pleanail, Forbairt Eacnamaiochta agus Tuaithe

“ All correspondence should be addressed to the Director of Services, Planning, Economic and Rural Development
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Planning, Economic and Rural Development

DECLARATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 5 (2) (A) OF THE PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 AS AMENDED

Applicant: Wicklow Rovers AFC
Location: Whitegates, Wicklow Town
Reference Number: EX 50/2026
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. CE/PERD/2026/516

A question has arisen as to whether “change the playing surface of the existing pitch from
grass to astro turf. The extent of the change of surface will be the existing playing
enclosure, which is circa, 7,000sq.m” at Whitegates, Wicklow Town is or is not exempted
development.

Having regard to:

a) The details submitted with this Section 5 Application on the 10/04/2026.

b) Sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

c) Articles 6 and 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended.

d) Schedule 2, Part.1, Class 33(c) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001
(as amended).

Main Reasons with respect to Section 5 Declaration:

i. The installation of an astro turf surface is works and is therefore development
having regard to Section 3 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended).

ii. The proposal would come within the description and limitations as set out under
Schedule 2, Part 1, Class 33(c) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001
(as amended) and is therefore exempted development.

The Planning Authority considers that “change the playing surface of the existing pitch
from grass to astro turf. The extent of the change of surface will be the existing playing

enclosure, which is circa, 7,000sq.m” at Whitegates, Wicklow Town is development and
IS exempted development.

Signedb \LOQA&M Date: U\ \O° O

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
PLANNING DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENT

Q Ba chéir gach comhfhreagras a sheoladh chuig an Stiirthéir Setrbhisi, Pleandil, Forbairt Eacnamaiochta agus Tuaithe

“ All correspondence should be addressed to the Director of Services, Planning, Economic and Rural Development



WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACTS 2000 (As Amended)
SECTION 5

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. CE/PERD/2026/516

Reference Number: EX 50/2026
Name of Applicant: Wicklow Rovers AFC
Nature of Application: Section 5 Referral as to whether “change the playing

surface of the existing pitch from grass to astro turf. The
extent of the change of surface will be the existing playing
enclosure, which is circa, 7,000sq.m” is or is not
development and is or is not exempted development.

Location of Subject Site: Whitegates, Wicklow Town
Report from: Patrice Ryan, SEP

With respect to the query under Section 5 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as to
whether “change the playing surface of the existing pitch from grass to astro turf. The
extent of the change of surface will be the existing playing enclosure, which is circa,
7,000sq.m” at Whitegates, Wicklow Town Is or is not exempted development within the
meaning of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

Having regard to:

a) The details submitted with this Section 5 Application on the 10/04/2026

b) Sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

el Articles 6 and 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended.

d) Schedule 2, Part.1, Class 33(c) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001
(as amended).

Main Reasons with respect to Sectlon 5 Declaration:
i. The installation of an astro turf surface is works and is therefore development
having regard to Section 3 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as

amended).
ii.  The proposal would come within the description and limitations as set out under

Schedule 2, Part 1, Class 33(c) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001
(as-amended) and is therefore exempted development.

Recommendation

The Planning Authority considers that “change the playing surface of the existing pitch
from grass to astro turf. The extent of the change of surface will be the existing playing
enclosure, which is circa, 7,000sq.m” at Whitegates, Wicklow Town is development and is
exempted development as recommended in the planning reports.

b 4 ) \ ,fﬁ ' ‘ ~ f
Signed: \\B \ L@Q}f‘\ @d{\/\,u,l’" Date: Ck:\‘cg\ﬁ\}%

(/




ORDER:

| HEREBY DECLARE:

THAT “change the playing surface of the existing pitch from grass to astro turf. The extent
of the change of surface will be the existing playing enclosure, which is circa, 7,000sq.m”
at Whitegates, Wicklow Town is development and is exempted development within the
meaning of the Planning & Development Acts 2000 (as amended).

iq . ,
Signed: e W R Date: /S o2e
T/Senior Planner
Planning, Economic & Rural Development




Section 5 Ref EX 55/2023

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
Planning Department

Section 5 — Application for declaration of Exemption Certificate

Ref: EX 50/2026

Name: Wicklow Rovers AFC

Development: Change the playing surface of the existing pitch from grass to astro turf. The extent of
the change of surface will be the existing playing enclosure, which is circa 7,000sq.m.

Location: Wicklow Rovers AFC, Whitegates, Wicklow Town, A67 HE33.

Application Site

The site comprises of 1 existing grassed football pitch associated with Wicklow Rover AFC which is a well-
established football club at this location. The club house and smaller all-weather pitch 5 a side pitch is located to
south/south east of the subject site while W7 Padel is located to the north east

Planning History

26/35: Currently at FI Stage. Planning permission sought for temporary vehicular construction access from Station
Road to the subject site at Wicklow Rovers AFC (to be closed and reinstated upon completion of works) to facilitate
site works associated with re-surfacing of existing pitch with an all-weather surface, all together with associated
site works.

24/60826: Wicklow Rovers FC — Planning permission was granted for 3no. Padel courts along with associated
lighting, fencing and the construction of a single-storey ancillary building (c. 20m2), pedestrian entrance and all

associated site works, all to the north of existing main pitch.

15/1259: Wicklow Rovers FC — Planning permission was granted for an Extension of Appropriate Period of a
permission - 10/623416 - floodlights.

10/623416: Wicklow Rovers Football Club — Planning permission was granted for erection of 4 no. 18 metre high
floodlights to the existing main pitch and all associated works.

02/622633: Wicklow Rovers A.F.C — Planning permission was granted for extension and alterations to existing
dressing rooms, floodlighting, perimeter fence at Whitegates.

99/622380: Malcolm Earls — Planning permission was granted for 5-a-side pitch, fencing and lighting at Whitegates

84/621285: Wicklow Rovers A.F.C - Planning permission was granted for the Clubhouse at Whitegates.

Enforcement: None found in relation to the application site.

Relevant Planning Policy

Wicklow Town-Rathnew LAP 2025.

Zoning: AOS -Acve Open Space

Objective: To protect and enhance existing and provide for new active open space.
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Section 5 Ref EX 55/2023

Question

The applicant has applied to see whether or not the following is or is not development; and is or is not exempted
development:

Change the playing surface of the existing pitch from grass to astro turf. The extent of the change of

surface will be the existing playing enclosure, which is circa 7,000sq.m.

Legislative Context:

Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

Section 3(1) of the Act states the following in respect of ‘development’:

“In this Act, ‘development’ means, except where the context otherwise requires, the carrying out of any
works on, in, over or under land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other
land.”

Section 2(1) of the Act states the following in respect of the following:
‘Works’ includes,

“Any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, alteration, repair or renewal and,
in relation to a protected structure or proposed protected structure, includes any act or operation involving
the application or removal of plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material to or from the surfaces of the
interior or exterior of a structure.”

Section 4 sets out the types of works that while considered ‘development’, can be considered ‘exempted
development’ for the purposes of the Act.

Section 4(1) (h): “Development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, improvement or other
alteration of any structure, being works which affect only the interior of the structure or which do not materially
affect the external appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of
the structure or of neighbouring structures.”

Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

Article 6(1) states that certain classes of development which are specified in Schedule 2 shall be exempted
development for the purposes of the Act, subject to compliance with any associated conditions and limitations;

Article 9(1) (a) and (b) details a number of circumstances under which the development to which Article 6 relates

shall not be exempted development for the purposes of the Act.

Assessment:
The Section 5 declaration application seeks an answer with respect to the following question i.e. whether or not:

Change the playing surface of the existing pitch from grass to astro turf. The extent of the change of
surface will be the existing playing enclosure, which is circa 7,000sq.m.

Page 2 of 5



Section 5 Ref EX 55/2023

The first assessment must be whether or not the proposal outlined above constitutes development within the remit
of Section 3 of the Planning and Development Act 2001. In this regard, Section 3 of the Planning and Development
Act provides that:

“development” means, except where the context otherwise requires, the carrying out of any works on, in,
over or under land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land.

It should be noted that Section 2 of the Act defines works as:

“works” includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, alteration, repair
or renewal and, in relation to a protected structure or proposed protected structure, includes any act or
operation involving the application or removal of plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material to or
from the surfaces of the interior or exterior of a structure.

| am satisfied that the proposal involves works to the existing land and therefore constitutes development.

The works would come within the description of Class 33 (c) of Article 6, Schedule 2, Part 1 of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) which refers to:

Class33(c)
Development consisting of the laying out and use of land—

¢} for athletics or sports (other than golf or pitch and putt or sports involving the use of motor vehicles,
aircraft or firearms), where no charge is made for admission of the public to the land.

Conditions and Limitations - None

These exemptions however are subject to the restriction set out under Article 9 of the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001 (as amended) which provides that development to which article 6 relates shall not be exempted
development for the purposes of the Act;

“lb) in an area to which a special amenity area order relates, if such development would be
development:— (1) of class 1, 3, 11, 16, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 31, (other than paragraph (a) thereof ), 33 (c)
{including the laying out and use of land for golf or pitch and putt or sports involving the use of motor
vehicles, aircraft or firearms), 39, 44 or 50(a) specified in column 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 27,

The application site is located within the Wicklow Town-Rathnew LAP Boundary and is Zoned AOS —Active Open
Space.

The proposal is for the replacement of the grassed surface of the existing football pitch to an all-weather astro
surface. None of the conditions attached to any of the grants of planning permission as outlined in the Planning
History above, would de-exempt the works proposed as part of this Section 5 Declaration. No changes are
indicated to the ground level of the pitch area and no changes are proposed to the size of the pitch area. No other
structures are proposed to be erected as part of this Section 5 Declaration.

It is therefore considered that the proposed works fall within the exempted development provisions as set out in
Class 33(c).

APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT
The application site is located circa 325 metres to the south west of The Murrough SAC and circa 150 metres from

the Murrough SPA at its nearest point with other sports facilities and a road located between the subject site and

Page 3 of 5



Section 5 Ref EX 55/2023

the nearest European Site. The closest hydrological pathway to both The Murrough SAC and SPA is located circa 86
metres to the north west of the site in the form of stream which is part culverted and which flows into
Vartry/Leitrim River and Murrough SPA. This stream is located downstream of The Murrough SAC but it is noted
that the Vartry/Leitrim river is tidal at this location.

The qualifying interests of The Murrough SPA are:
e Red-throated Diver {Gavia stellata) [A0O01]
s  Greylag Goose (Anser anser) [A043]
e Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) [A046]
e Teal (Anas crecca) [A052]
e Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) [A179]
e Herring Gulil (Larus argentatus) [A184]
e  Wigeon (Mareca penelope) [A855]
e Little Tern (Sternula albifrons) [A885]
e  Wetland and Waterbirds [A999]

The qualifying Interests of The Murrough SAC are:
e Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210]
e  Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220]
e Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330]
e Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410]
e Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus and species of the Caricion davallianae [7210]
e Alkaline fens {7230]

Having regard to nature and scale of the proposed development, the existing use of the subject site as a football
pitch, its distance from the nearest hydrological path with another grassed sports pitch located between the
subject site and this hydrological pathway, and the location of the subject site which is not located within or
directly adjoining a designated Natura 2000 site or hydrological or other linkage, it is not considered that the
proposed development, would give rise to any adverse impacts on the qualifying interests and conservation
objectives of any natura sites and therefore the proposed development would not necessitate the carrying out of
an Appropriate Assessment in accordance with the requirements of Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Having regard to the nature, scale and location of the proposed development, there is no real likelihood of
significant adverse effects on the environment. The need for environmental impact assessment can therefore be
excluded at preliminary examination, and a screening determination is not required.

RECOMMENDATION

With respect to the query under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), as to
whether the following:

Change the playing surface of the existing pitch from grass to astro turf. The extent of the change of
surface will be the existing playing enclosure, which is circa 7,000sq.m.

At Wicklow Rover AFC, Whitegates, Wicklow Town, A67 HE33, Co. Wicklow constitutes exempted development
within the meaning of the Planning and Development Acts, 2000(as amended),

The Planning Authority considers that the Change of the playing surface of the existing pitch from grass to astro
turf where the extent of the change of surface will be the existing playing enclosure, which is circa 7,000sq.m.
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Section 5 Ref EX 55/2023

is development and is exempted development.

Main Considerations with respect to Section 5 Declaration:

a) The details submitted with this Section 5 Application on the 10/04/2026.

b) Sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

¢) Articles 6 and 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended.

d) Schedule 2, Part.1, Class 33(c) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended)

Main Reasons with respect to Section 5 Declaration:

e The installation of an astro turf surface is works and is therefore development having regard to Section 3
of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

e The proposal would come within the description and limitations as set out under Schedule 2, Part 1, Class

33{c) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) and is therefore exempted
development.

(BN

Patrice Ryan
Senior Executive Planner
01/05/2026

A}
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Nicola Fleming

From: Nicola Fleming

Sent: Wednesday 15 April 2026 08:47

To: Sarah McCullough

Subject: Section 5 received for Wicklow Rovers
Attachments: Scan_NFleming_15042026_2051_001.pdf
Hi Sarah,

Please find attached application for a Declaration in accordance with Section 5 of the Planning & Development Act
2000 (as amended) for Wicklow Rovers received on 10/04/2026.

Patrice Ryan, Senior Executive Planner is the Planner assigned to the file if you wish to contact her.
Decision is due on 07/05/2026.

Regards,

Nicola Fleming

Oifigeach Foirne - Staff Officer
Pleanail, Forbairt Eacnamaiochta & Tuaithe - Planning, Economic & Rural Development -

Combhairle Contae Chill Mhantdin, Halla an Chontae, Béthar an Staisidin, Cill Mhantdin, A67 FW96
Wicklow County Council, County Building, Station Road, Wicklow Town, A67 FW96

Ph'&: +353 (0404) 20148 |
Website: http://www.wicklow.ie

Combhairle Chontae Chxll Mhantain
2l VVicklow Loy Sooans

L g



COMDbAIRLE CODTAE Chill (YIDADTAG s chonte ouny s

T . Guthan / Tel: (0404) 20148
(uICKLOul COUT)CQ COQT)CI L Faics / Fax: (0404) 69462
- . , . Rphost / Email: plandev@wicklowcoco.ie
Pleanail, Forbairt Eacnamaiochta agus Tuaithe Suiomh / Website: www wicklow.ie

Planning, Economic and Rural Development

MEMORANDUM

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

TO: Patrice Ryan FROM: Nicola Fleming
Senior Executive Planner Staff Officer

RE:- EX50/2026 - Declaration in accordance with Section 5 of the

Planning & Development Acts 2000 (as amended)

I enclose herewith for your attention application for Section 5 Declaration
received 10/04/2026.

The due date on this declaration is the 07/05/2026.

Staff Officer
Planning Development & Environment

- Ba choir gach comhfhreagras a sheoladh chuig an Stitrthoir Seirbhisi, Pleanail, Forbairt Eacnamaiochta agus Tuaithe
a All correspondence should be addressed to the Director of Services, Planning, Economic and Rural Development



CombAfRLQ COT)CAQ Cbill mbAT)CAiT) Aras An Chontae / County Buildings

Cill Mhantain / Wicklow

E . Guthan / Tel: (0404) 20148
ullC]'(LO(u COUDCQ COL].DCI L Faics / Fax: (0404) 69462
. . , . Rphost / Email: plandev@wicklowcoco.ie
Pleanail, Forbairt Eacnamaiochta agus Tuaithe Suiomh / Website: www.wicklow.ie

Planning, Economic and Rural Development

Wicklow Rovers AFC
Whitegates
Wicklow Town

14t of April 2026

RE:  Application for Certificate of Exemption under Section 5 of the Planning and
Development Acts 2000 (as amended). - EX50/2026

A Chara

I wish to acknowledge receipt on 10/04,/2026 full details supplied by you in respect of the
above Section 5 application. A decision is due in respect of this application by
07/05/2026.

Mise, le meas

| &\L |
4 \ W‘Q,L ol

Nicola Fleming /
Staff Officer (

|

Planning, Economic ural Development

- Ba choir gach comhfhreagras a sheoladh chuig an Stitirthoir Seirbhisi, Pleanail, Forbairt Eacnamaiochta agus Tuaithe
All correspondence should be addressed to the Director of Services, Planning, Economic and Rural Development.



Wicklow County Council
County Baildings
Wicklow

040420100

100472026 15 23 40

Receipt Mo L1/0/3619.39
P REFRINT «xxns

WICKLOW ROVERS AFC
WHITEGATES
WICKL QW TOWN

xE MBPTION GERTI ICATEES 80 00
GLODS M 8000
VAT Exermpt/MNon-vatables

Total 850 00 FUR
Tendered

Credit Card a0 0u
Change 0 00

issled By VANE SSAPORTER
From  Cuastomer Service Hub
Vat teg No 015233 H



Wicklow County Council Office Use Only
County Buildings
Wicklow
Co Wicklow
/ Telephone 0404 20148 Fee Received
Rt Fax 0404 69462

Date Received

APPLICATION FORM FOR A
DECLARATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 5 OF THE PLANNING
& DEVELOPMENT ACTS 2000(AS AMENDED) AS TO WHAT IS OR IS
NOT DEVELOPMENT OR IS OR IS NOT EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT

1. Applicant Details

(a)  Name of applicant: \\{\C)«(wu) {(SVSKS K’F C.
Address of applicant: \\]{—\1\"6&1((?6,, N[c(,ﬂ,a) ’rﬂd\( .

Note Phone number and email to be filled in on separate page.

WICKLOW COUNTY COONGH

1 b APK 205
2. Agents Details (Where Applicable) L.E%MN&:D:&L__J
(b) Name of Agent (where applicable) N/ k
Address of Agent :

Note Phone number and email to be filled in on separate page.

3. Declaration Details

i. Location of Development subject of Declaration M&CKQQQ goys&& J rC
her Hez




il.

1il.

1v.

V1.

Are yoy the owner and/or occupier of these lands at the location under i. above
?
BGsIDO. F OCCUPIK,

If ‘No’ to ii above, please supply the Name and Address of the Owner, and or

occupier ~ A
Nekian Lo-(p., STRION RD, WickiLan-

Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act provides that : If any question
arises as to what, in any particular case, is or is not development and is or is
not exempted development, within the meaning of this act, any person may, an
payment of the prescribed fee, request in writing from the relevant planning
authority a declaration on that question.  You should therefore set out the
query for which you scek the Section 5 Declaration

KEC 1S LonkiNG Th CHmdGE THE PLAYMNG- SURFACE OF
e pasonler Phcet (putuntn o Rep —TL | § FL2) From

S €

SURENE Wi BE THE DXISTINGe PURVINGE ENCLoSURE | WMCH

S Cieex Fooam®

Additional details n’m)' be submitted by way of separate submission.

Indication of the Sections of the Planning and Development Act or Planning
Regulations you consider relevant to the Declaration
L M
(AS AMawe ue A, Pt |, CLasS R3(C) oF
AHE PLiWinied é‘ D/ ELPUONT REGULATING  2001(hs MlenpeQ

Additional details may be submitted by way of separate submission.

Does the Declaration relate to a Protected Structure or is it within the curtilage
of a Protected Structure ( or proposed protected structure) ?
No




vii.  List of Plans, Drawings submitted with this Declaration Application
Toctxon Mpy - PU 1
olfe Lavourr - PU 5L

viii. Fee of € 80 Attached ? \/ .

Signed : @\ Dated : lb\\b LA—X‘LoUo :

ér’/vu\; Co»ws/cbmmml
Wicwa> Kevots M

Additional Notes :

As a guide the minimum information requirements for the most common types of
referrals under Section 5 are listed below :

A. Extension to dwelling - Class 1 Part 1 of Schedule 2
e Site Location Map
e Floor area of structure in question - whether proposed or existing.
e Floor area of all relevant structures e.g. previous extensions.
e Floor plans and elevations of relevant structures.

e Site Layout Plan showing distance to boundaries, rear garden area, adjoining
dwellings/structures etc.

B. Land Reclamation -

The provisions of Article 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as
amended) now applies to land reclamation, other than works to wetlands which are
still governed by Schedule 2, Part 3, Class 11.  Note in addition to confirmation of
exemption status under the Planning and Development Act 2000( as amended) there is
a certification process with respect to land reclamation works as set out under the
European Communities ( Environmental Impact Assessment) (Agriculture)
Regulations 2011 S.I. 456 of 2011.  You should therefore seek advice from the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

Any Section 5 Declaration should include a location map delineating the location of
and exact area of lands to be reclaimed, and an indication of the character of the land.



°. Farm Structures - Class 6 -Class 10 Part 3 of Schedule 2.

e Site layout plan showing location of structure and any adjoining farm
structures and any dwellings within 100m of the farm structure.

e  QGross floor area of the farm structure

e Floor plan and elevational details of Farm Structure and Full details of the
gross floor area of the proposed structure.

e Details of gross floor area of structures of similar type within the same
farmyard complex or within 100metres of that complex.

ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION
NOT TO BE MADE AVAILABLE WITH APPLICATION

Please note:
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